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In short the Kadanoff block picture, although
absurd, will be the basis for generalizations which
are not absurd, and it is helpful to understand the
Kadanoff picture in differential form before study-

ing these generalizations.
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solution will look like. Nevertheless, the renormalization group continues
to be less important than one might expect. It is at present an approach
of last resort, to be used only when all other approaches have been tried
and discarded. The reason for this is that it is rather difficult to formulate
renormalization group methods for new problems; in fact, the renormali-
zation group approach generally seems as hopeless as any other approach
untilsomeone succeeds in solving the problem by the renormalizationgroup
approach. Where the renormalization group approach has been successful
a lot of ingenuity has been required: one cannot write a renormalization
group cookbook. (In contrast, Feynman diagram techniques can be
reduced to simple strict rules.) Even if one succeeds in formulating the
renormalization group approach for a particular problem, one is likely
to have to carry out a complicated computer calculation, which makes
most theoretical physicists cringe. Especially in the case of strong
interactions of elementary particles, most theorists hope to solve the
problem without turning to modern renormalization group methods. It
will probably require several years of stagnation in elementary particle
theory before theorists will accept the inevitability of the renormalization
group approach despite its difficulties.
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